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Application Act Utilitarianism 
Utilitarianism is regarded as an influential moral theory in contemporary society. The central idea of utilitarianism is based on the principles of right or wrong. Act Utilitarianism is a widely known utility principle postulated by Bentham (Nicholas & Monroe, 2020). In this context, act utilitarianism matches pleasure with happiness or satisfaction. Act utilitarianism upholds the relevance of comparing human pleasures and pain on a mathematical scale whose measurement is uniform. Act Utilitarianism suggests that human beings should always make moral decisions after calculating mathematically the prevailing pain and pleasure (Nicholas & Monroe, 2020). When integrating act utilitarianism, it is necessary to consider aspects such as duration of pleasure, the number of people involves in the pain or pleasure, immediacy or delays, intensity, and the possibility of occurrence. Generally, Act utilitarianism proposes that actions that generate the highest possible happiness for the greatest number of people is deemed as morally right (Rosenqvist, 2020). Therefore, act utilitarianism enables individuals to assess their actions under certain circumstances. It is fundamental to note that act utilitarianism emphasizes the effects of a person's actions. This implies that people who integrate act utilitarianism aims at making life better by intensifying pleasure and happiness on one hand while reducing the number of bad aspects of life that prompts pain and unhappiness.
Applying Act Utilitarianism to Benny Rosario’s Dilemma
List the possible options that could be taken.
· Option 1: Benny could keep quiet and never speak about Veep’s bad conduct
· Option 2: Benny could quit his job as a bartender 
· Option 3: Benny could give Veep an ultimatum- stop the unethical act of charging some customers lower costs with the aim of increasing his tip, or he will report him to the bar owner, Mike.  
· Option 4: Benny could directly inform Mike about Veep’s unethical conduct.    

List all the people affected by these options.
· Benny
· Veep
· Mike
Determine the net utility of each option
The chart below incorporated a number scale ranging from -10 to +10
	
	Benny 
(1 person)
	Co-workers; Veep (2 people)
	Owner; Mike (1 person)
	Net Utility 

	Keep Quiet 
	-7 x 1= -7
	-5x2= -10
	-9x1= -9
	-26

	Quit his job
	-10x1= -10
	-6x2= -12
	-8x1= -8
	-30

	Give Veep an ultimatum 
	+9x1= 9
	-3x2= -6
	+10x1= 10
	13

	Directly informing Mike
	+5x1= 5
	-7x2=-14
	+10x1= 10
	1



Choose and follow the option that produces the highest net utility.
In this step, it is apparent that Benny should give Veep an ultimatum to either stop his unethical act of charging lower costs for some customers in order to receive higher tips; or reporting him to the Island Drinks Bar owner, Mike. Based on the above chart, this option produces the greatest net utility of positive 13 as compared to the other alternatives.   
Conclusion
In summary, the act utilitarianism provides a favourable method of evaluating net utility. In the Island Escape case, it is evident that Benny is faced with difficult decisions in life. An error in Benny’s moral decision can either affect the involved parties positively or negatively.  When Benny decides to keep quiet, it means that the bar owner will never realize the mistakes perpetrated by Veep; thus, he will lack a proper insight into whatever happens in his business. This also implies that Benny will continue working in this bar though with much guilt of whatever his counterpart is doing hence lacking happiness. In the same vein, quitting his job suggests that he will be frustrated financially because he will lack a source of income to finance various aspects such as school and rent, among others. Mike will be unhappy when Benny leaves working for him. Also, Veep will also be unhappy when Benny quits his job due to heavy workload and other reasons. When Benny directly informs Mike of this misconduct, Benny can be relatively happy since he managed to expose the wrong deeds of Veep. On the other hand, Veep will also be unhappy since he can perceive such exposure as a betrayal. Based on the above analysis, it is always crucial to evaluate the effects of every ethical decision before acting. Therefore, every person should uphold the principle of act utilitarianism since it enhances happiness among a greater number of people. 
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